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SUBJECT: BRIDGE ACROSS BERMUDA'S GREAT SOUND 
REF: HAMILTON A-45 

1. HAMILTON'S A-45 OF OCTOBER 11, 1973, REPORTED A 
POTENTIAL PROBLEM OF FUTURE ACCESS TO THE US NAVAL AIR 
STATION IF A PROPOSED BRIDGE FROM IRELAND ISLAND TO 
HAMILTON IS CONSTRUCTED. A LETTER OF SEPTEMBER 12, 1973 
TO THE DEPUTY GOVERNOR ASKED FOR THE ATTITUDE OF US 
AUTHORITIES TOWARD THIS PROPOSAL. 

2. AS THE CONSULATE GENERAL IS AWARE, THE NAVY IS PHASING 
OUT, AND PLANS TO RETURN TO BERMUDAN AUTHORITIES, LARGE 
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SECTIONS OF THE NAS ANNEX. HOWEVER, THE NAVY WILL REQUIRE 
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FOR THE INDEFINITE FUTURE ACCESS TO THE POL STORAGE FACILI 
TIES AND PIER AT THE ANNEX FOR NAVY SHIPS. SUCH ACCESS 
WOULD BE BLOCKED FOR ALL BUT VERY SMALL VESSELS BY THE 
TYPE OF BRIDGE WHICH IS BEING PROPOSED. FYI. IN ORDER 
TO ASSURE CONTINUED ACCESS FOR US NAVY VESSELS, WE UNDER 
STAND THAT A MORE EXPENSIVE BRIDGE WOULD HAVE TO BE 
CONSTRUCTED, BUT WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE US GOVERNMENT 
SHOULD IN ANY WAY BE RESPONSIBLE FOR SUCH ADDITIONAL COSTS. 
END FYI. 

3. THE CONSUL GENERAL SHOULD THEREFORE INFORM THE APPRO- 
PRIATE AUTHORITIES OF THE BERMUDAN GOVERNMENT THAT FOR 
THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE THE US WILL REQUIRE ACCESS BY US 
NAVAL VESSELS TO THE NAS ANNEX. IN VIEW OF THE LOCAL 
CONSIDERATIONS OUTLINED IN THE REFERENCE AIRGRAM, HE 
SHOULD ALSO STATE THAT THE US HAS NO OBJECTION TO A BRIDGE 
BEING CONSTRUCTED, PROVIDED THAT. IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
LEASED BASES AGREEMENT OF 1941, ACCESS TO THE NAS ANNEX 
IS NOT IMPEDED. RUSH 
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